they are not the centen of the universe and who run arwound in circles
because they have not found the way to Live. You see people who drink
too much; who Lose thein tempens; who are cruel to those undern them; who
kick the dog because theirn master has kicked them; and who are Lazy and
greedy. These people have not Learned o control themselves, and have
never ceased to be children. , .

We are here to help you Live a different Life, to teach you Zo
think, and to teach you that a small amount of §riendliness can make
the biggest difference to happiness. 1 have observed all the Little
faults in each of you that make you disagreeable to each other. The
way you "tell ftakes," which hurts both the one who said it and the one
about whom it is said (uwsually in a distonted fornm, s0 that it hurts a
Little monre). The way you theat your waiterns. The way you annoy each
other and play on each othenr's weaknesses, or the way you become angry
at someone because you cannot forgive a Little mistake. 1§ you unleash
these Little desines to hurnt, you may hindern development in the other
person, as well as in yourself. A spoken word may work into someone's
doubts and fearns, wound him deeply, and cause guilt feelings. 1t may
stont a greaten desine to hurnt in both parties, and s0 the vicious
cycle, which may influence both your Lives and future happiness, un-
fortunately stants.

Many parents who enroll theirn children have said that they do
40 because the atmosphere is griendly and everyone seems happy. This
A48 the best thing that anyone can tell me, because Lt shows me that
most o4 you have already Learned the most imporntant thing we have tried
to teach you about Living with people. 1 know that Max would want %o
hearn this, and that he would thus know the fulfillment of his ideas
and beliegs. 1 hope that in the coming yeans we will continue to help
you ghow into real adults. 1 think that the graduating class goes
with the feeling of accomplishment, not only in the academic §ield but
Ain the ant of Living. 1In neither of these things, separately, can
the end of knowledge ever come. 1t is a stant, and if it is the night
stant, it will Lead you to a full and happy Life.

AGGRESSION AND PREJUDICE

One o4 you made a very offensive remark to our cook. He complained
to me, and 1 promised him that the student would apologize and that such
a thing would not happen again.

This excuse perhaps will help our colored cook Zo overcome his

hunt feelings, but it will not help the offender. 14 one of you could
do such a thing, something is wrong with you; therefore, it is impontant
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to talk about it. 1t is important to think about it because it 48 not
a singulan case. This boy could not control his feelings of dislike

for our cook and he showed them in an offensive way. His way of thus
expressing feelings of superionity towards the cook ungortunately L8

not an unusual case. 1 should say that the majornity of human beings ex-
press An one way or another, such superion feelings.

Not only the colored man makes the white man feel superior. The
anti-Semite feels himself to be superior to the Jew; the nationalisitic
man feels himself supernion because he belongs to a certain nation; and
1 should think that in Russia the nuling class feels superior to the
bourgeoisie. You will find this feeling even in a small community;
perhaps in a college where the freshmen are treated badly by the sophomonres.
Even in a school such as ourns, you will sometimes gind the olden boys taking
advantage of the younger ones. Gossiping, which 1 am sonmy to say we ob-
senve here sometimes, shows a similan attitude.

I know that this subject has been talked about very often. Big
books have been written about it. 1 am convinced that all this talk and
all this wrniting cannot help and will not help because these superiority
feelings do not come from wrong thinking; they don't come from the brain.
They are not wrong thoughts which can be changed by discussion orn by
pointing out how iLLogical they are. This attitude 45 a result of in-
cornectly expressed emotions.

YOU CAN'T REASON WITH PREJUDICE

We can easily see that these people who have so-called "superiority
geelings" ane not really superiorn to anybody else, these people know some-
times that they are not superiorn. On the contrany, thein attitude derives
grom gear, revenge, and inferiornity. There would be no sense in thying
to prove to them that a Chrnistian and a Jew may be equally valuable. That
would be starnting on the whong point. The anti-Semite 48 not an anti-
Semite because he has found out he L8 more valuable than the Jew. The
gact L8 that his uneducated emotions and his aggressions have need for an
outlet. He takes as an outlet what his emotionally uneducated swiround-
Aings have chosen: the colored man, the Jew, the bourgeoisie or whatevenr.
Perhaps you may convince an intellectual person by means of reason that
nace prefudice 4is nonsense, that it 48 a Rack of rnealization of the trwe
gacts of the case. Perhaps, you will convince him to give up his hrace
prejudices. Now you will gind that the tolerant man L8 a terrible tyrant
in his gamily orn with his employees. Whatever the case may be, his An-
tellect will find some exit not having to do with racial prejudice.

The main thing about prejudice 48 not the wrong Lidea about other
people, it is the nesult of Life itself, which forces us to be aggressive.
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14 that is night, then it appears that it is education of emofions,

and the regulation of aggressions that is the most important job of
education. Thus intellectual enlightenment is no sofution of our problLem.
But 44 there any solution? 15 direct on hidden aggression an unchange-
able fact in human Lige?

REDUCE THE INDIVIDUAL'S TISOLATION AND YOU REDUCE PREJUDICE

There 45 one Logical and, at the same time, psychological answer.
Thy %o create a situation Lin which people are Less isolated; in which
they do not need to defend themselves against anybody because nobody will
attack them. Let them feel that people are interested in them, will
Listen to them with interest, will want to help them; thus, they will be
swuwunded by a Little more Love than they usually §ind. ‘

That 48 fust what we want to do 4in this school. 1t is the main
idea o4 oun school: o help the people in it Zo have Less fear Lo help
them not to be forced to show theirn agghessions, and Zo help them Learn
that they can Live peacefully in the community. 04 course this is a
Long process. 1t sometimes takes years to eliminate the fears and the in-
secune feelings because the aggressive feelings are s0 deeply rooted. But
we have performed the experiment; we know that it L& possible. We can
predict to nealy every one of you that Lf the atmosphere is friendly
and if you enfoy Living in the community, then you will not only trhy to be
friendly with othens, but you will develop interests in others and be con-
cerned about them. You will Live in a much greer atmosphere and Lif you
feel happier and more secure, then your inner need for agghression will be
Less.

You will feel that all the "antl" feelings are not necessary,
and that Life 4is happiern without them. Then you will come to the point
where you understand not only with your brain, but with your whole being
what has been said about Negroes, Jews, etc. You will understand that
all these"anti" feelings were mixed up with your insecure feelings and you
Wil feel freer and happlen.

You must understand that it will not help if you say: Cerntainly
1 am Liberal, 1 do not have these "anti" feelings. You cannot be Liberal
and tolLernant Lf you have not Lived in an atmosphere of griendliness.

Perhaps 1 can add another thing. The feeling of aggression is
such a stnong factorn in ourn Lives that you might have a feeling of empti-
ness if you nid yournseld of it. This feeling of emptiness may change
when you find something else to ftake its place. You will Learn the
difference between aggression and positive action and will start to do
things which are creative. On in other words: Positive action and creative
doing 4is rnightly directed agghression.
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There are many possibilities for becoming active. To help
the community in which you are Living 4is one of them. That {8 a deeper
neason for the idea of owr self-government. We want to give the young
people the possibilities fon working out their aggressions in a positive
way. 1 often takk about the student government and will not repeat that
today, but keep in mind that there are many things to do in this school
to see that the school is nunning well. We have plenty of opportunity
to work fon positive aims, and to create a griendly atmosphere in our
Litthe community.

In this manner the agghessions will be used in a positive way
and even 4§ you gind the world outside this school §ull of aggressions,
nace hatred, and gossiping, L4 you have once changed your personality
frnom aggressive to positive actions, grom hatred to undenstanding, you
will not enfoy being mean to othen people any more, or making £ife hard
forn othern people on gossiping. You will be happy about this change.

THE REALTZATION

When I gave my §inst philosophy class Last Thursday, there was
one question that came up and which interested everyone very, very
deeply. That question was, "14 man born agghessive, bad and defensive,
and 48 Lt only by the arnt of education that he Learns to be a human being
that is decent? On 48 man boan good and only Learns Lo be bad by the
education that he gets?" These were the two most important views that
people had. :

I myselq believe man is born with all possibilities good and bad.
Man is born with a Long inheritance of his antecedents, with all in-
stinets that have been buwilt up in him in that time, and is dependent with
his inhernitance on the treatment that he gets in the early years of his
Life. AL 04 you will want Lo be parents, and 40 for all of you Lt L8
0f tremendous Amportance to think what Lt means fto be parents nowadays .

You have been made a happy human being by Love, or you have been
made a very unhappy human being by inconsistency in education, by seeing
things which were wnong, partly, perhaps, some of you even in your homes,
on An your swuoundings . .

The human being should Lidentify with certain people and ghoups.
1§ he 4is Lucky, he identifies with the night ones; that is one of the
duties 0§ the educatorn. 14 you get into a gang of boys wherever you
Live, and they teach you to be rough, crwel, and do a Lot of drinking,
to Lose self-contrnol because Lt is good to forget about everything and
you are a big man when you do that, then you certainly get the wrong
education.
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14 you §ind a group of people with whom you might §iL in,
especially, 1 hope, when you have gone through Windsorn Mountain, you
will thy to §ind people who have the same ideas and you will try %o
Live your Ldeals.

LIVING IN THE AGE OF ATOMIC AGGRESSION

In our time we are in a very special situation, which never be-
fore has any generation been in, and this is the fact that some sZupid
man might put his hands on a knob, explode us, and kil us all. That
is what the atomic bomb does. The atomic bomb {8 now a million times
stnongen than it was in Hirnoshima on Nagasaki where it only killed
200,000 in one place and 70,000 people 4in the other. This 48 only a
small amount, 1 think, compared with what it can do now. 1%t might
finish the Life of the workd.

This means that the terrible possibility of aggression may get
Loose. Perhaps it won't get Loose in the next ten yeans, but you do want
to have children, you do want to see a sense in continuity. 1t is hard
to see it; perhaps there are some negativists among you who say, "Well,
50 what, every one of us will be killed, we won't have children any more;
the workd will be ginished, now we only do the next thing which gives
pleasure and don't think of the future."

This is certainly the wnong thing to think, because, although
we don't know why we exist fust the way we do, the organization of human
beings is a wondenful work of art. When we have children we enjoy
thein ghowing up, and we hope that people, generation agfter generation,
will be better and will have highern standands. This is a hope: when
it might neach us we don't know, but somehow every instinct in us doesn't
want the aggression to go as far as to ilL us.

1t is actually the practical situation in which we are. The
peculian thing is that every one of us has the atomic bomb inside him-
self. He has the aggressions inside himself if he Lets go. And, there-
fone, the education which we want to give you and the feelings with which
we want you to Leave this school are Zo contribute as much as possible
to the positive side of Life, not just to say no to certain stupid things
Like drinking and seducing Little ginks on 1 don't know what nonsense.

That is a no which 1 think should be natural to you, but the no
doesn't suffice. The yes must be somewhere and the yes Lies 4in Zthe
positive internest and positive activity in all of us. There 48 sXLL
Love Ledt in us. There {8 sXiLL enough hope Left if we are strong enough
to make it an active hope, a hope that does not allow us to be Lazy in our
thinking or in our Living. 1§ we didn't have that we wouldn't need the
atomic bomb because the world would be finished by now. Children would
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stanve to death if they had no Loving mother, because they don'z need
only good, they need sleep, Love and warmth. 14 they don'Z get that
they die. And if they don't die bodily they die morally.

What we need 4is a much strongen belied, Love, and feeling that
sacnificing an everyday pleasure and sacrificing the next thing that
you would Like o do, 48 very often worthwhile here in the school, and
when we are Living in the workd. Here in the school we try to teach it
to you. And ALULL there are people who think that they can Let thein
agghessions go and that it's all night.

There 48 a way to get nid of your aggressions without Letting
them go in acting them out. And that is %o change them, and to work on
them and Zo make them something positive and something that Leawns Zo
see the beauty of the workd, and to accept it and fo respect the beauty
in yourselq and the beauty in othern people. 1§ you open your eyes and L
you are not too Lazy Zthen you can see Lt.

FINDING AN ANTIDOTE TO LAZINESS AND THOUGHTLESSNESS

1 think that Laziness and thoughtlessness are the two arch sins
that arne really the oniginal sins in which we are Living: Zo know and Zo
act contrany to our knowledge. Not to thy to understand each other, %o
allow ouwnselves to go out each speaking another Language and being of-
fended by everyone who doesn'zt undenstand us, and being happy not to under-
stand the othen because then we have the big pleasure of self-pity. 1
think this is one thing that every one of you should think about.

» 1t 48 Ampontant to think about whether man is born bad, and Am-
portant to give an answern to it. The answer 48 no. Man is boan malleable,
and he is dependent on his inheritance. Some are born with blue eyes and
some with a big nose, some are big, some are small, and every one of us

has to adfust to his own personality which 4is given and has o §ind the
best he can do with it. 1§ he doesn't, then he is a Loss, a Loss socially
and a Loss to himselq.

This 48 a very hand nule; but those of you who think that to
Live fon the moment makes you happy are very, very much mistaken, because
nothing makes you more unhappy than to Live Like that. As Long as you
find that you cannot Listen with the third ear, which means, hear the
othern man's needs and the othen man's Language, even if Lt is not said,
then everyone is Lonely. And nothing makes you more unhappy, nothing
makes you more aggressive, than to feel Loneliness and non-accepfance.

Even 4§ you think, "I Zike to be alone". Surely, every one o4
you Likes to be alone; 40 do 1 sometimes, to have time to think, fo recover,
but not to be alone to sLeep and not to think on just to Let go of all my
thoughts of self-pity.
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Evenything has %o be creative 4in oun Lives. 1§ 4t 4isn'%
then we are Lost. We have to think about how to help humanity on the
highest Level that has evern ruled us, which 8 the possibility that
one man's aggression can RALL us all.

GRADUATION SPEECH

Every graduation arouses mixed emotions. On the one hand we are
unhappy that we have to Lose the young people; on the other we are happy
- that again some people will go into the world who perhaps are able to
demonstrhate the ideal which we tried to instillL in them.

You can dmagine how unhappy we are to Lose people who have Lived
with us gorn yeans. A student came to c'n Swiss school 4in 1930 and re-
mained with us for over give years. With hern goes our Last vivid
European remembrance. Another one came to ws in 1940, - st to oun
camp in Windsorn. Nearly all the otherns stayed with us forn two years.

We are with our students more than most parents. The fathen
is at work all day and comes home in the evening, often s0 tined that
he has Little time to be with his child. We are with the children not
only during classes, but sometimes even Late in the evening when they
come to us with thein probLems orn just fon companionship.

You will understand that £t 48 very sad for us Lo see the graduates
Leave, even Aif we know that they will come back fo visit us as often as
possible, forn they have Legt our community, and we shall miss them.

But on the other hand, theirn graduation is the goal toward which
we were aiming. They come fo us o prepare for college, and we have
succeeded 4in getiting them neady. Those who do not have Zo enter the
aumy will go fo the best colleges - Harvard, Radeliffe, Bard, etc. In
any case all of them will go into the world, the better, we hope, for
having spent some time with us.

Certainly you will ask me what is this Lidea? 1 know that a
Lange ghoup of people observe the youth of today with anxiety. They
have the feeling that there are no ideas which really impress the young
people. The values which our fathers and owr ghandfatherns held in
esteem no Longer have the same influence on our youth. The atmosphere
04 thaditional Christionity becomes weakern and weakern; the Ldea of human
proghess, so Amportant, has gradually Lost its grnip on young minds. And
the Aincornigible pessimist will say: all ideas about selfish materialism
are exceedingly weak. We are very curious to hear with what Lideas your
students will thy to impress the world.
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Othen people not s0 pessimistic will ask: what {8 this idea?
There ane a Lot of modern ideas: the Ldea of democracy, of a better
cconomic state, of the pacifistic idea, the idea of modern Christianity,
ete. Forn which of these do you educate your students? Which of these
Aideas should they perpetuate in the world?

The answer will not be immediately intelligible, for 1 have to
answern: we educate forn none of these Lideas especially. We educate for
a special attitude. What does that mean? Pethaps you will understand me
bettern if 1 nead an excerpt grom a Lettern 1 recelved from a foamen student
who 46 now in the Braitish awmy. He writes: "We are not fighting for a
special idea. Every Ldea, even the most wonderful Ldea Leads finally Lo
hatred of war. We are §ighting forn the possibility of a special attitude
in the workd, for the attitude of Love, of helping one another." These
words express oun real educational aim. But I must thy Lo express Lt more
clearly.

Everybody who knows a Little about the history of mankind must be
astonished to §ind that even in the name of Christianity, in the name o4
Love, wans are made. Religious wars are made because youwr neighbors do
not have exactly the same idea of Christian Love as you have, not to mention
iﬁe many Lessen ideas forn which wars are made, for which hate comes into

e workd.

WHEN IDEAS BECOME IDEOLOGIES

1t seems to me Lt is the essence of every Ldea, as soon as At L4
formulated, to §ight against everything with which 4t does not agree, v
become onthodox, to become absolute. That is Zhe Logical fate of every
didea, of a night one on of a whong one. Every formulated Lidea mobilizes
in us the forces of aggression against those who do not have the Lidea.
And once neleased these forces are very hard to Limit. Enthusiasm and ag-
gression become mixed and in this way even the most wonderful feeling,
namely the feeling to become Liberated from the care of one's own ego
and to be able to sacrifice one's self for a great idea, becomes dangerous,
because necessarnily the forces of aggressiveness will be mixed An.

Thus, it will be the main aim of modern education to thain Zhe
young men to be enthusiastic about good and night ideas without arousing
the fonrces of agghressiveness, to gind a practical way to take away f§rom
the ideas the onthodoxy, the absofutism. The theorny of relativity exists
not only in the modern physical science, it must also be the basis forn the
spinitual science and therefore gor the education.
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THE SPECIAL ATTITUDE - A WAY OF LIFE

The Lettern of the English soldier, owr fonmen student, Shows
the way thusly: "We are §ighting for the possibility of a special
attitude, fon the attitude of friendliness, of Love, of helping one
anothen." That sounds Like a phrase, a commonplace, not a new Ldea 4in
modesn education. But if really done it is the only way Zo overcome
the onthodoxy of the Lideas, theirn absolutistic eggect.

1 have tatked about that very often and all the traditions of the
school, the atmosphere which we wish to create serves only this purpose.
You are aggressive because you have fear even Lf you are gighting for a
good idea, because you feel Lonely, you feel that your neighbor is in
neality only interested in himself, nobody thinks of you except youwrself
and, therefore, you have to think in the main for yourselq.

What you should Learn in our community 48 to feel a Little Less
fearn, because you feel a Little more interest, perhaps a Little monre
Love from the others than you have expected. Once you have experienced
this you will have Less gear, you will be much Less harsh towards othenrs.
You and the otherns will be happiern Zoo.

This sounds s0 simple but in reality it 48 the only way Zo save
this workd §rom falling back into barbarism. More Love in the workd -
this is the way to separate the ideas §rom onthodoxy and absofutism.

The §inst view seems a very old thought - Christ taught that two thousand
years ago - but in respect to the needs of our modern time it is Zhe
most important and, therefore, perhaps at the same time the most modern
thought. At §irst view it seems that this attitude cannot arouse as much
enthusiasm as the old orthodoxy of our Lideas, but if you will realize
what consequences and changes £t would have if only a Little Less hate,

a Little more Love would be in the world, you would not gfind any Ldea
more exciting, monre wonderful, more enthusiastic.

That is what we want to teach owr students and hope they will
cay with them into the future. We graduate them with the hope that
they are neady o help bring more Love into the workd. 1In this sense
1 give you your graduation.

A SUNDAY MORNING SPEECH

The most impontant goal of ouwr school is education Zowards
Living in a community. Everything has been done to find a role for each
individual within the community. Every child has duties to perform which
may nequire giving up personal comfort fon the benefit of the community.
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