Often, we talk about the ideas of a community. You all know
this, and it is nothing new for you. 1 mention this fact because I
want to tell you about an observation 1 made in this connection. Let us
assume that the whole community Life seems to work out beautifully. Everyone
works well in his school office; everyone suppresses his egotistical tenden-
cies; all individuals form one big community. ' Yet, no good community Spirnit
need exist. The most important thing may stiLL be Lacking: zthe real Link
that binds us, which is the thust and respect we have for each other. 1If
these vital factons are missing, every person here remains a Lonely, self-
centered Andividual.

Very simple everyday observations may prove what kind of community
spinit exists. 1 see the mannen in which the student, whose fob 48 %o
act as waitern, is asked to get the food. Not always, but often, the fone
0§ the customer's voice has a sound which §rightens me, for it 48 cold and
Ampersonal. He 4s hungry: that is the main issue. 1% does not seem %o
matten that the waiter's food is getting colder and colder. The customer
does not care. But the waitern 48 a gfriend of the customern's. Has the
customen fongotten that, on did he never know Lt?

Sometimes, 1 overhean conversations about the weakness of anothen
person, a clear, hard, sharp judgment; that is all right. But sometimes,
I hean something which makes me sad because there i the same shocking,
selfish, cold attitude I noticed at the dinnen Zable, caused by Lack of
frniendship.

In the assembly 1 Listen to the way announcements are being made.
Often, I notice that though the announcements are unpleasant, they are
made with neal internest and friendship for the student concerned. 1% also
happens that the announcements are made in a completely cold and disin-
tenested way. 1In this case, the Aimpersonalness causes a feeling of "not
belonging together". _ :

I have often heard people discussing the Windsor Mountain School.
You may crniticize the school. You may criticize sharply. But, when a
person from the school discusses the place, one should feel that his roots
are there. 1 need not add more examples to demonstrate Zo you that though
we have a well-organized community Life, some of you have not as yet fully
undernstood what we mean by community Spirnit.

What is Zhis community spinit? How does it manifest <tselg? AL
finst, T want to telld you what it is not. 1 often mention the word kind-
ness. By that 1 do not mean only ordinary politeness. That is just a
matter of form which has nothing to do with genuine community Spirdt.
Neithen do T mean the try-to-undenstand-everything attitude, norn the all-
forngiving and all-Loving attitude. No; there can be a spinit of real
friendship, and 4L a clear, definite, and if necessary critical attitude.
To have a community spinit does not mean to give up one's own personality
and to exist only for othern people. This is impossible for ondinary human
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beings. Oun feelings would be insincere if we were to call that
community Spinit.

1t is easiern to outline the negative rathen than the positive
attitude of community Life, but T will now thy fo give you Zthe positive
side of it. An attitude is nrequired which does not see only the outer
appearance of people and things. By nature our eyes can only see the
suwriface; they cannot pierce through men and things. Gut we do not see
only with the eye. We also see with our heart which can plerce the
suwiface. 1§ your eye 4s the governing factor and your newd 44 sub-
ondinate, then you will never be able to achieve real communilty spirif.
Onky in cases where your hearntis the governing factorn and your eye the
subordinate one, can you have the basis fon acquirning the right attitude.
Your eye must obey your heart.

Sometimes you do Let yowr eye obey your hearnt but at other times
you Let your hearnt obey your eye. Just observe yowrself. Pretend there
ane two people doing the same thing. One of them ycu Like and the other
one does not mean anything to you.

14 the one you Like does a thoughtless deed, you simoly say:
"ok, he did not mean it. 1t was just carelessness on his part."

The other person will be judged harshly because you Looked at
him with your eye and not with your heart; you simply fudge the outer
appearance of his deed.

ALL of us, young and ofd, can misjudge people. 1% can happen
in a teacher's group and in your group 4in the school. When you know
people better you Look "into them" deeper. When they are not so0 well
known o you, you are Likely to judge them oo quickly, and only by
outenrn appearances.

These are some examples to help you see the difference between
sunface seeing and seeing in depth. Many of us Lack the ability Zo
have deeper insight into people. Often, we become egotistic; we Zhink
only of ourselves. The forces of our hearnts exhaust themselves by
Looking after the ego. We blLock ounselves in this way. We hinder our
development into fuller personalities. To have a deeper insight into
Life, to see with the heart, fto see with the impukse of Love, cannoi
be ondered, but 1 think that a basis fon these feelings can be created,
it can be exercised in the small examples 1 mentioned.

You can think of similarn circumstances yowwsels. Hardly an
Aincident passes in your Life which does not give you the opportunity
to §ight the attitude of Looking only at the surface of Lige. T4
you succeed in acquiring a deeper insight into matters, then a ginst
and vital step has been taken. Though it is a step which cannoi be
omitted, it is only the §irnst step. Perhaps, we can thus create a
basis for increased friendliness among human beings.
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A SECOND SUNDAY MORNING SPEECH

Yeans ago, 4in one of my speeches about bravery, 1 ended my
speech with the following wonds: "Even if a gheat feeling of Loneli-
ness should come upon you, with the nealization of youwr insignificance
in this immense workd, or, i with a griend's death you suddenly become
aware of the shontness of man's Life; then you realize that one must
face forces against which one 48 too small to compete, then bravery
will be requined of you.

But do you have the strength to face the apparently cold and
nelentlessness of nature? No single human being can generate enough
courage grom his own strength on with his own will. However, Lif he
manages to Lead an harmonious Life orn Aif he accomplishes the seemingly
Ampossible tasks, he might feel a power which he respects.

Whatever you call this power doesn't mattern. 1t 48 only important
that you feel it. Only grom a respect for this power do we derive the
sthength to be brave. 1 think that only one who recognizes and accepts
the mystery of reality can be brave. We use the word 'pious' %o
desenibe this idea. Only a pious person can be brave."

Today 1 would Like to invernt this sentence and say: only the
brave can be plous; for those who want to be seriously pious must have
the courage and inner force to recognize something which is very hard
gorn us to accept today, an Lidea somewhat in contrast to attitudes
developed through the past 400 yeanrs.

In the past 400 yeans, we have grown to believe that basically
our gate depends upon owwselves; on our willpower and abilities. We
feel that we can master our own destiny and that failure is a sign of
weakness. We think that we can understand the meaning of Life and the
workd, and, through reason alone, events are understandable to us.

The mysteriousness of binth, death and nature are repressed.
The most important events in Life play a subordinate role to man's
condciousness. The man who feels himself to be the center of the
workd denies mystery. 1In orden Zo be plous, one must have the courage
Xo see the world as it neally is. Man does not stand in the center o4
the workd non do human Laws nule Lt. Man's will is meager compared to
the universe. The world is not structured in nelation to man's under-
Standing. 1% cannot be understood grom a human point of view alone.
Fate, chance, birth and death are signs of a power which has nothing
Zto do with human reason.

Today, a person needs a great deal of courage to admit that

one 458 exposed to strhange powerns. 1t Ais SAELL hardern to resist the
Lemptation of minimizing the strangeness by calling it weirnd on devilish.
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The only thing that can be said about it is that with human standards
and values, Little can be understood about Lit.

I think yeo need a great deal of courage noit only fo under-
stand this theoretically, but also to make it a part of your Life. Foxr
contemporary man to have this attitude tests whether he 48 at all capa-
ble of feeling the sources of neligious experiences. 1 think there are
only a few who can do that today, but no one who seeks a fuller view can
escape this.

Even the most counrageous would §ind this unbearable were it not
fon another dmportant human experience, the recognition that one ex-
pression of this incomprehensible power is the creation of Love in the
workd cf human beings.

The impulse of Love is as inexplicable as death or binth. The
fight fon existence, the swrvival of the §ittesz, the emancipation of
slave Labor, these things we find Logical and explicable. Therefore,
we are capable of understanding them.

From where does the impulse of Love come? 1& At not contra-
dictony to those principles of Life? How can we Logically it the
impulse of Love into an existence requining struggle? We cannot under-
stand it. There is the same strange problLem too difficult to comprehend,
the same mystery. Only if we have the courage to experience this mysitery
can we undernstand this impulse of Love that L8 s0 far apart grom human
hational thinking.

We must experience it that way 4if we want to. experience it at
all. We must Leave it in its essential Lincomprehensibility. Some of us
have trnied fo make it more understandable by making it an absofute quality,
declaring that the world is not nuled by hatred but by Love. This also
i8 the type of statement which comes grom anthropomorphic understanding
and therefore 4is unreal.

There 48 no human being whose actions are prompted by Love alone.
To say that man acts from Love would be as untwe, as implous, as Zo
necognize only selfishness. We must necognize Love as an inexplLicable
addition to our §ight for existence. Giving of one's self {8 Zhe neces-
sany supplement of our self-assention. This is what man is really Like.
He 4s neithern angel nor beast.

Whenever you stant being concerned over the meaning of religion,

think of these two facts: The mystery of reality and the impulse of
Love. :
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EXCERPTS FROM THE MORNING SPEECH AT THE FALL FESTIVAL - NOVEMBER 1931

I am glad to see such a great number of former members of our
school community here today. 1t means so0 much in this time when any
jowmey is expensive. Nevertheless, you came in great number.

1 recognize your coming as a waam attachment £o us here and to
the atmosphere of Marienaw. 1% 48, 4indeed, a great newand for us.

1t shows that ourn nelations are firm and Lasting. But, L8 At
enough to state that? 1 must answer with an unequivocal "no". We are
pleased by your attachment to us, and that you want to stay with us for
a few days. This should not be the onty neward fon a great expenditure
0f work. We would Like more. 1 would feek that we have failed Lif
nothing. else would come out of At other than a "gine geeling" among
fonmer griends; nothing else but the remembrance o the time in Marienau.

There should be more than this to justify the existence of
Marienaw. ALE who have been educated here must.be aware that they have
a task, a task for which they are especially trained.

1t would indeed be bad if the former memberns of ouwr school
community would 2ive in seclusion, despise the way of £ife of the "othens"
and only Look fomward to the time when they again can be togethen for
some days 4in Marienau among Like-minded peopfe.

No, you, the formen membens of Marienau, musi integrate Lnto the
community of the nation. You must not show yourselves to be better than
the othens, only better educated. This better education 44 giving you
today special and definite tasks; tasks which you have %o accomplish be-
cause you are able to accomplish them.

We see the standand of the Gewman youth continually declining.
His way of thinking gets more and more dependent. One rarely meets a
cnitical, educated individual any more.

Hene starnts owr task. We have to emphasize individuality, our
own thinking, oun independent judgment, our personal style againsi
the growing mob. Because of ouwr Life Ain this communily, we are on the
othen side rather safe grom the excrescence of individualism. We have,
by Living for years in this community, Learned how important the idea
04 collectivism is. 1t was always an Amportant aim of our education to
create independent individuals. Today it 4is the most urgent necessity.

We are observing with fear the decline of the thinking and

acting of the majonity of the German students into the thinking and
acting of mobs. The present public school system seems Lo be unable to
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counteract the mob spinit efficiently. Here our duty sfarts. We and
communities Like ouns are able to counteract the deckine of the educa-
téionak standand. You might ask, however, how you, outside 0§ the commu-
nity will be able to give practical help? FiwZ, you will be able to
help just by being independent and civilized in your thinking and acting.
This attitude will show in your faces. Yowr faces alone will be able

to make an impression. The mob somehow will feel that the man with an
independent face is on a higher Level.

Men thinking independently will not gall into nadicalism; Zthey
Will be able to work without being affected by any action of the mob.
Today, the independent thinker &4 needed more than even.

T don't want to say categorically that you should not become
members of radical parties - the nationak soclalistic on the communisiic
party, for 1 am convinced that men educated here will not make it easy
fon those parties, because people 50 educated have Learned to think in-
dependently and to fest whatever Ls offered to them. They will not fall
fon mental primitivity, even though they emphasize simplicity highty.

Seen from the other side, you will Zake a position against
radicalism, a mental attitude believing everything can completely be
so0lved by national thinking orn by any kind of theony.

Vou will demonstrate that one can Live, work and behave cor-
nectly without any support of this kind.

By understanding that, your present get-togethen has sXRL an-
othen meaning. 1t 4is not only good "being together' with ofd friends,
a4 nevisiting of the place one grew up 4in and 44 attached Zo; At 45 more.
1t is a coming back from a Life which tries %o Level everyone, which
wants to make everyone a member of the mob.

No, you have retwwed to an atmosphere which will make clean
to you youwr special task. Our meetings will have more meaning if Zhey
arne always used to awaken our conscience Lo our task.

Vour visit here then will not be a §Light to a place where you
can helax, but a jowwey to a place where you can gain new strnength to
neplace the strength you Lost outside and which you will need again.

Therefore, 1 do believe that at our next meeting we shall have
to speak about the difgiculties of our future outside work. Some of
you must tell us about your work outside, and we togethern must think
about possibilities of helping each other in the fulgillment of our
task. That is my wish fon the next meeting.

-32-




SHOWING OFF

Some days ago, 1 obseaved a ghoup of very Loud sZudents
among you, every single one of whom tried to make more noise than his
neighbon. 1t was noz the usual noise of young people who had reak
pleaswie in takking or singing very Loudly. 1% was something else.

There was a certain tension in the noise, something not very
pleasant. 1 discovered that in the ghroup were some newcomers, students
who had been in our school for only several days. That was the reason
fon the behavior of the group: they had to show the newcomers that they
were heal fellows .

That was no surprise o me. 1 know that at a certain age, boys
and ginks must show off. 1§ you are 14, 15, on 16 yearns old, you wis
to be grown-up. How can you show that you are an adult? There are
many possibilities. VYou can, for instance, show that you are sure of
yourselves (as you think the ghown-ups are), and you express your con-
fidence in the strength of your voice. 1§ you talk Loudly, you think
you make an impression and people will think you are a big shot. Ox,
you utter a fiam opinion about other persons on things which ask for a
deep knowledge of the subject.

Centainly, the others will think 1 am grown-up 4§ 1 have such
tremendous knowledge. We heard a very famous symphony of Beethoven
and one of you said, "1 do not Like that; the §inst part 48 an imitation
0§ Bach, and the second is stolen from Wagner." Oughtn't we be deeply
impressed with that profound knowledge? Swrely the others will admire
me 4§ I know 40 many names of composenrs. :

On, what a wonderfully grown-up person 1 must be if I Zalk only
with two on three people, because all the others are average, uninter-
esting fellows who do not do thein own thinking. Am I not grand if
the othens arne small? And will not the otherns take me as a Leadexr,
admire me?

1t will be one of the disappointments in your Lige, when you
nealize that it is a mistake, a real evwn of yowrs, that you can Aim-
press othens 4in that way. Perhaps people of your own age will be im-
pressed fon a shont time, but you will see that it is only for a short
Xime.

1 must tell you: the grown-up, and especially Zhe grown-up
whose esteem and Love you want to get, will not even for a short time,
not even for a moment, be {mpressed; on the contrary, he feels immedi-
ately that there 4is something artificial, something that is not genuine,
only show, but not nreal. '

-33-




14 he is an inexperienced educaton, he will think this young
fellow is nidiculous. He will not take him seriously, theregore Zhe
opposite of the desined effect is reached. 1§ he is an experienced
educator, he will judge it a typical sign of adolescence. (Poor boy,
you do not want to be an adofescent, you want to be grown-up.)

1t is the wnong way to achieve the Love and admiration of
othens. You should stop showing off. 1 think every young one will come
to the point where he is doubtful of whether showing off 4s Zhe /u’ﬁh/t
way: However some will not be strong enough, not understand enougn,
to stop. They will continue on even when out of the adolescent stage,
Anto physical maturnity.

This is the starnt of serious dangen: Af showing off <8 only a
passing phase it does not matten too much; however if you become 40 ac-
customed to it that you keep it up in your adult Life, it will seriously
hamper your nelationship with others. People will find you unpleasant,
nidiculous, superficial, unsure of yournself. They will Lose interest
in you. You will feel isolated and nothing will make you more unhappy
than the feeling of Loneliness. Believe me:  that is what makes the
problem of showing off s0 {mmensely Lmportant.

But, you will ask, "What shall 1 do if showing off L8 wrong?"

That 48 a good question, forn 1 know that showing ofg 48 not a
pleasure in itseld. 1t has the purpose of getting away grom Zhe
feeling of insecunity; it has the purpose of winning other people.

How can we nid ourselves of the feeling of insecurity? The
answer to that hits the centrnal point of our Life here. That is ex-
actly what we want to do. We want to give you confidence in yourselves. We
want to create an atmosphere in which you feel secuwre. We want to have
an atmosphere of griendliness. For 4f you feel secwre, you need not
show of4. You show only what you really are, nothing more. That is more
than enough, for it gives you exactly what you wanted by showing off.

1t 44 harnd to explain, but if you feel secure and show such
secunity, then you will attract other people as a personality in your
own night. 1t 4is a strange thing, but you do not need a specialty 4in
onden to please, to attract, to get Love and friendship; you do not
need to show that you are especially strong, or especially beautiful.
You need only to feel secure, to have congidence in yourselves.

I know that you cannot, with your brains, decide to geel secure.
That is, for many, a Long process. 1t depends often upon the experiences
you had as a very young child. You know that showing off 44 certainty
the wrong way o feel secure. Thy Zo suppress it the moment Lt arises
Ain you. You will know when it comes, for it is connected with a sornt of
unpleasant feeling in yowwselves. Do not neglect this feeling, do not
destrhoy Lt, it is a stop signal. :
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Tnstead of showing off, tw to Listen to otherns. This 48 a
hard fob which many grown-ups have nevern Learned. 1§ you are able %o
Listen, people will Listen to you, too. That is one way, (though noi
the only way) to become secure.

"THE WAVE OF THE PAST" (A discussion of Amne Morrow Lindbergh's book,
The Wave of Zhe Future)

A big boarding school has a gestival, the highlight of which is
the neading of Mns. Lindbergh's new book, The Wave of the Future. The
youngstens are gascinated and deeply stivied. A new road seems Zo open,
a new gfaith to be announced.

For 20 yeans it has been my task to educate young people; thenre-
fone 1 feel it impontant to give something inspining Zo Zhem. T myself
have read the book with great care and became more and more disappointed
with it. As an educaton, it 4is my duty to call it conwpt and dangerous.
1 shall prove why this L8 0.

The aim of the book is not 80 dangerous as the method she uses fo
tuy to achieve it. Muws. Lindbergh doesn't nely on inspiration but on
the Lack of oniticism of her readens. She wants o give "personal
confessions to help to clearn the mind" - an admirable - but a pedagogical
task! Does she accomplish it? How can one clear the mind? By very
clearn presentations of unequivocal comprehensions; therefore, I Looked for
clearn Adeas in her book.

T didn't §ind any. 1t says neither what the old were, nor what

the new are, or what future ideas will be. There are only sLogans and no
gacts at alk.

DIFFERENTTIATING BETWEEN FACTS AND GENERALIZATIONS

I believe the neal educational task is to show young people the
difference between an opinion based on gacts and one based on sLogans
which through thein generalizations not only are unable %o prove anything,
but are even more confusing than the Lssue.

1t {8 not my own malicious Atatement; there &s not one clear
idea in the whole book. 1t is even the opinion of the author herself and
mone: there is hen intention to avoid clean ideas. She herself writes
that she intends to nepresent "faith"; what she wiites about Lis more
"dream" than "neakity". She attacks whoever dares to ask for clear ideas
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